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SUTTON WEAVER PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Sutton Weaver Parish Council meeting held on  

Wednesday 1st April 2026 
 at St Peter’s Church Hall, Sutton Weaver 

                          Start time 7 pm 

 Present: Cllr Brian Starkey (Chair) (BS), Cllr Jacky Hancock, (Vice Chair) (JH), Rob Hancock 
(RH), Cllr Gerry Jemitus (GJ), Cllr Simon Richards (SR) 
 
5 Members of the Public (MOP) 
In attendance: 
Clerk-T Whitlow (TW) Ward Councillor Lynn Gibbon (LG) 
 

By: 

25/169 
 

Apologies for Absence were received from:   
Cllr Tony Spencer (TS) 
 

 

25/170 Declarations of Members’ Interests:  
Church Hall – JH & RH 
 

 

25/171 Minutes:  
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 4 March 2026, were approved as a true and 
accurate record and signed by the chair. 
 

 

25/172 Police Update: 
None present. 
 

 
 
 

25/173 Ward Councillor Update: 
Cllr Lynn Gibbon – update circulated and added to website. 
 

 
 
 

25/174 
 

Matters arising / Actions from Previous Minutes:  
None 
 

 
 
 

25/175 Public Participation: 
MOP’s present to discuss the recent playground vandalism. See 25/180 
 

 
 

 
25/176 Correspondence (of consequence unless an agenda item): 

Query from MOP to the playground maintenance contract. This was agreed for 3 years. 
Contract will be up for renewal in October 2027. 
 

 
 
 

25/177 Village Groups: 
No reports received 
 

 
 
 

25/178 Accounts/Financial: 
1. Receipts & Payments:  

Receipts & payment schedule at 01.04.26.26 approved and signed. See Appendix 2 
2. Bank Reconciliation: At 31.03.26 Approved. See appendix 1 

 

 

25/179 Clerks Report: 
TW advised that the year end accounts are almost complete and will be ready for audit next 
week. All year end financials will be uploaded to the website. 
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25/180 Playground Review: 
1. The playground has suffered 2 further vandalism attacks of the new fence and the rear 

fence towards the agricultural field. This is now leaving the closed playground accessible 
to all. TW has met with the fencing contractor and received a quote of £1065.74 to repair 
the fence. Resolved to claim on the insurance. 

2. Due to this vandalism TW has not progressed the plans for further spend and new 
equipment, until further discussion. There followed a lengthy discussion. Resolved The 
proposed work will be put on hold. Resolved to put in an insurance claim for the fence. 
Resolved once fence removed to not lock the gate. Once fence is repaired/replaced 
further discussions to take place. 

3. At the latest spate of vandalism 2 Cllrs’ had been on site, they called the police. The 
police failed to attend. Formal letter of complaint has been submitted to Cheshire Police. 
 

Further points raised: 
• TW to send a copy of the complaint letter to MP Ester McVey 
• New ‘Closed’ signage to be put up – vandals also ripped down the last one. 
• TW to instruct Ringwood Fencing to carry out the repairs 
• TW to log another insurance claim for the fence 
• Possible village survey as to the future use of the playground – LG to send a suggested 

survey. 
• TW to contact the police and ask for intervention from Runcorn Police, following a 

response from the police complaint. 
• TW has accrued 4 hours overtime in March with extra work on the playground, 

including 3 visits to the playground. Council agreed to pay this. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TW 
 
 
 
 

TW 

25/181 Asset Maintenance: 
Bus Stop Bench: 
Street Licence: Awaiting a response.  
 

 
 
TW 
 

25/182 Planning: 
Applications received since the last meeting. 
None 
Planning decisions notified since the last meeting. 
None. 
 

 

25/183 Accounting Software: 
Clerk has advised that accounting software could be mandatory for 2027/28. Reviewed the 
possible software companies. Initial cost of £250, followed by £25/month. TW does not feel 
this spend is justified until it becomes mandatory. Resolved  to continue to use spreadsheets 
until software is mandatory. 
 

 
 
 
 
TW 

25/184 Sunflower Competition: 
Resolved to hold again this year. 1st – 3rd prizes to be awarded of £25/£15/£10 plus framed 
photo for the winner. Judging to take place over the August Bank Holiday. BS to design a 
poster. 

 

25/185 Items for Next Agenda:  
Bus stop benches. Playground. AGAR. 
 

 

25/186 Date of Next Meeting:  Wednesday 6th May 2026 following the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council. 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm                                                         Signed:                                                          Date: 
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01/04/2026

Date Payee Details Amount
R Bizzi Bee Playground repairs £491.00
R Bizzi Bee Mowing March £300.00
R Dobers Farm Xmas Tree £164.50
R Gleaves Plants £11.23

£966.73

Barclays Bank interest £66.04
£66.04

SWPC PAYMENTS & RECEIPTS              

Payments ratified or for approval 

Income Received 

Meeting Date
31.03.26

£1,211.03
£22,753.75
£23,964.78

£1,314.71
£22,196.20
£23,510.91
£19,373.26
£18,919.39
£23,964.78

Receipts to date 
Expenditure to date
Cashbook Balance 

Barclays Community A/C

Total
CASH BOOK RECONCILIATION

Total B/f 01.04.25

Barclays Community B/F
Barclays Premium B/F

Barclays Premium A/C

BANK RECONCILLIATION  


